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TO : US Pit) 
FROM: Nevin Shaffer 

Kti: US patent REISSUE application 10/685,735 



DATE: J 5 June 2007 

PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 8 

FAX NO.: 57J-273-8300 

CLIENT: Amtcx Scale & Systems, Inc. 



Kile no. 101-881 

Applicant: Thomas W. Stephens, ct a!. 
Filing Date: October 14, 2003 
Title; Load Cell Apparatus and Method 



Confirmation no.: 6726 
Examiner: Randy W. Gibson 
Croup Art Unit: 2841 



RECEIVED 

JUN 1 9 W 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 

MgSS^K:. 

Dear Office of Petitions and Examiner Gibson; 

Attached is a Response to your Decision and to the Office Action in this case, 4 pages; 
and Reissue Application Declaration by the all Inventors, 3 pages. 

Thank you for you efforts. 




h Nevin Shaffer, Jr M Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 29,858 



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE AND ANY DOCUMENTS TRANSMITTED 
MAY BE SUBJECT TO THE ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE AND IS CONFIDENTIAL, INTENDED ONLY FOR THE 
USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE TO DELIVER IT TO THE INTENDED 
RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS 
COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVEO THIS TRANSMISSION IN ERROR, 
PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US BY COLLECT TELEPHONE CALL TO ARRANGE FOR THE RETURN OF THE 
DOCUMENTS. 
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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JUN 1 5 2007 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT 
101-881 



In Re Application of: 
Thomas W. Stephens et al 

Serial No.: 09/523,335 

Filed: March 10, 2000 

US patent No.: 6,303.882 

Issued: October 18, 2001 

Reissue serial no. 10/685,735 

Filed: October 14, 2003 

FOR: LOAD CELL APPARATUS AND METHOD 



Mail Stop Petition 
Mail Stop Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O: Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Examiner: Randy W. Gibson 

RECEIVED 
JUN 1 9 2007 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 

Group Art Unit: 2859 
Confirmation Number: 6726 
VIA Fax to: 573-273-8300 



REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERA TION OF PETIT I ON AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE 

This paper is submitted in response to a decision refusing status under 37 CFR 1.47 
in conjunction with the submission of a Reissue Patent Application for the above-identified 
application which matured into US patent Number 6,303,882. The Decision was dated April 
1 8, 2007 and this Request is filed within two months of that date. 

Further, this paper is submitted in Response to the Final Office Action dated May 15, 
2007 and is thus filed within a month of that date. 
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DECLAR ATION SIGNED B Y ALL INVENTORS 

Attached herewith is a Declaration signed by both inventors in the case. As a 
result, the Petition to file the subject Reissue Patent Application in accordance with 
37 CFR 1 .47(a) is moot and is withdrawn. 

In accordance with the April 18, 2007 Decision, the Office of Petitions has 
determined that the reissue oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63 and 
1,175 was acceptable and that the petition fee had been received. Thus, Applicants 
respectfully submit that the subject Reissue Patent Application is in condition for 
allowance by the Examiner since all objections from the Office of Petitions have now 
been met. 

DE CLARATION SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIES AN ERROR 

Further, in response to the Office Action, the Applicants' respectfully submit 
that the error has been described specifically described in the limited space provided 
at the bottom of the first page of the attached Declaration signed by all the inventors 
on PTO/SB/5 1 (06 -07). It identifies the error in a specific claim, ["claim 1 M J, and the 
specific claim language wherein lies the error ["that independent claim 1 as originally 
allowed was too narrow" because it required "two compliance assemblies"]. Further, 
it also describes how claim 1 has been amended [ by deleting that element and 
adding the language "at least one compliance assembly"] and what other 
amendment was made [deletion of claim 2 and adding its limitations to claim 1] and 
why that is allowable all in the space allowed in the PTO form. Thus, Applicants 
respectfully submit that the Declaration by all the Inventors be accepted and the 
case passed to issuance as amended. 

Further, the attached Declaration signed by all the inventors on PTO/SB/5 1 
(0(3-07) indicates that all the inventors have reviewed and understand the contents 
of the above -identified specification, including the claims, as amended by any 
amendment referred to above. The amendment referred to above was the 
amendment filed on 10/14/2003. The Statement of Support for the Amendment 
from the 10/14/2003 is attached, as the Examiner suggested, for convenience as it 
sets forth Applicants arguments in support of the amendments to correct the error 
described specifically in the block at the bottom of page 1 of the Declaration. 
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STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claim 2 has been cancelled. 

Claim 1,as amended, and claims 3*20 as originally allowed remain pending in 
this Reissue Application. 

Claims 1 and 3-10 were rejected as being based on a defective reissue 
declaration. 

Claims 11-20 have been found allowable over the art. 



CLAIMS 1 AND 3-10 ARE AL LOWABLE 

It is respectfully submitted that the Declaration specifically identifies an 
error as set forth therein. Further, the dismissal of the Petition is now moot in view of 
the attached Declaration signed by all inventors. 

Applicants, therefore, respectfully submit that the rejection of claims 1 
and 3-10 based upon a defective declaration be withdrawn in view of the attached 
Declaration signed by all inventors and as set forth above. 



Page 3 of 4 



PACE 4/7 - RCVD AT 6/15/2007 11:58:49 AM [Eastern Daylight TimeJ " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF.3/20 " DNIS:2738300 * CSID:8509344143 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):05-12 



lUN- 15-2007 FRI 11:16 AM JNEVIN SHAFFER JRPA 



FAX NO. 8509344143 



P. 05 



RECEIVED 



CONCLUSION 



JUN 1 9 2007 



OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



In light of the above, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and 
allowance of Claims 1 and 3-20. If the Examiner should feel that any issue remains 
as to the allowability of these claims, or that a conference might expedite allowance 
of the claims, the Examiner is asked to telephone the undersigned attorney. 

Applicant intends this to be a complete response. No fee is believed due; 
however If a fee is due, please charge deposit account No. 19-1453 (Our File No. 
"101-881'% 



I hereby certify that thte correspondence ts being transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office fec$imile number 
(571) 27&6300 on 1 5 June 2007. Number of Pages, Including Transmittal Letter, 8 pages. 



Respectfully submitted, 





S^levin Shaffer, Jr., Reg. No. 29,8516 
913 Gulf Breeze Parkway, Suite 43 
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561 
850-934-4124 



ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT 



Certificate of Facsimile transmission 
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PTO/SB/5|(I003) 
/tf»piOu*d tor u« frKOUGh 04^0/2007*. OMR C6S 1-0033 
U.S. PaterU rtrtd TnKfcmwIi 0***! U S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Un.to i>« FjMmmk KesHKte /Vet of 1^5, na persons art? wwri to respon d w a ag£*g g fcSggS& S S£E5^2JS ggfilSffi a valid 2M£ m wber. 



(REISSUE; APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE INVENTOR, page 2) 
All errors corrected In this reissue application arose ttflhout any deceptive intention on the part of the 
Note: 7o appoint a pov«r of attorney, use form PYO/SB/81. 
Correspondence Address: Direct aH communications about the ap plication to : 
I Z1 The address associated witti customer Number; 



Docket Number (Optional) 
101-881 



EIVED 

JUN 1 9 2007 



[TtjMrm or 



individual Name 



MCL0F.PETTOS 



J. Nevin Shaffer. Jr. 



Aekbess 



913 Gulf Breeze Parkway, Suite 4 3 



City 



Gulf Breeze 



State 



PL 



Zip 



32561 



Country 



USA 



tefephone 



850 934- 4124 



Email 



Tievln@bcFa.com 



WARNING. 

P«*tition*r/dppKcaot is cautioned to ovoid submitting personal Information in documents filed In a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft. Personal Information such as social security number*, bank account numbers, or crecnt card 
numbers (other than a etoefc or credit card authorization form PTQ-im submitted for payment purposes) Is never squired by 
ihe USPTO to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal Information is included in documents submitted to 
the USPTO, peWloners/appficants should consider redacting such personal Information from the documents before submitting 
thorn to the USPTO Petitione»/applicant Is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after 
poblfcatfon of the application (unless a non-publication request in compliance yrith 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made In the app^bon) 
£ Issuance of a patent Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be avatebte to the public if the 
aooJicatiori is referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CfH 1.14). Checks end credit card 
authorisation forms Pl'O-2036 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in tho application file and therefore ere not 
publicly available 

I iwreby declare that aH statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on ^wination 
and bofief are believed to be true; and further mat these statements were made with the knowledge that willful fctee 
SSmStt SS SEo [made are punWiabfo by fine and imprisonment, or both, under 18 US C. 1001. and that sudr «UM 
false statements may Jeopardize tho validity of the opplicatton, arty patent issuing thereon, or ony patent to which this 
decimation Is directed 



Full name of sole or fl<st inventor (given name, family name) 



lnvept<^signalure^-vA - 



Date 



Citizenship 



Maying Address 
4300 F2. WhJ testone 



Blvd,, Zander, TX 78641 



Full name of second joint Inventor (tjlven name, family name) 

Donald K. Zruclsky^ 
Inventor* signajMre^ 




Date 



Residence 



Citizenship 



Liberty H.11V.TX' 



Mafling Address 

187 River Roaa, Liberty Hill, TX 78642 



O Ailtltowl fOlnl x«*»m* w te flX r^w^«*»W are nfrrmnl <m mparaMy f»JrtH»i»*S ***** term* f>W$8/Q2A or Q2UR art***) H»qfc«. 
■■ . ■■- [Page 2 of 2) ~ 
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ATTACHMENT TO frEl$$U£ APPLICATION DECLARA TION BY THE INVENTOR FOR 
REISSUE APPLICATION NUM BER 10/68 5,735 

STATEMENT O F SUPPORT FOR THE AMENDMENT TO INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1. 

Independent claim 1 has been amended to include the limitations of original dependent 
claim 2. Further, Independent claim 1 has been amended to delete the requirement of "an 
upper and a lower compliance assembly" as was originally allowed. As now presented in this 
Reissue application, independent claiml requires "at least one compliance assembly" and the 
at least one compliance assembly includes the limitations as originally allowed in dependent 
claim 2. 

In the Examiner's "Reasons for Allowance, page 2 of the Notice of Allowablity dated May 
29 t 2001 , the examiner stated that " the closest prior art Le Fevre, Jr. ( US patent 
No.2,61 6,683) shows an upper compliance assembly (4) attached to the top of a load cell, and 
an overload stop (13) on the bottom, but no lower compliance assembly; there is no teaching in 
the art of record to place a compliance assembly on both the top and bottom of the load cell." 

Lo Fevre Jr. does disclose a compliance assembly in general as the Examiner pointed 
out That compliance assembly consists of a Belville spring (4) supported between a collar (12) 
and a ledge (23). ( See column 3, lines 56-67). Such springs are well known and Applicant 
discussed the advantages of Applicants 1 compliance assembly over such Belville springs at 
Column 5, lines 63- 66 of Applicants' patent. However, nothing in Le Fevere Jr., or any of the 
prior art of which Applicants herein are aware, discloses or suggests a compliance assembly 
comprised, as required in amended independent claim 1, of a first base and a second base, a 
compression pad connected to said first base or said second base, a rebound pad, a load plate 
between said rebound pad and said compression pad, and said second base connected to said 
rebound pad or said compression pad. The support for these limitations is found throughout the 
Applicants* patent as issued at, for example, Column 2, lines 23-65 and in Figures 1-3 and in 
original dependent claim 2. 

Further, as now presented, independent claim 1 requires "at least one compliance 
assembly" as so limited and does away with the requirement of "an upper and a lower 
compliance assembly*. Support for this limitation is found, for example, in Figures 2 and 3 
wherein only a single such compliance assembly is shown and each of the figures shows a at 
least one compliance assembly" as now more particularly claimed in independent claim 1. 
Further, the patent advises that the compliance assemblies operate in substantially the same 
manner to shield the load cell from compression and rebound loads simply depending on which 
end of the load cell it is placed. (Column 4, lines 51-67 and column 5, lines 1-14 ). Still further, 
the advantages of Applicants 1 compliance assembly as claimed is set forth throughout the 
patent as, for example, at column 5, lines 50-65. 

Applicants respectfully submit that Independent claim 1 as originally allowed was too 
narrow in requiring two of Applicants compliance assemblies and that independent claim 1 as 
now presented is allowable for the reason that the prior art does not teach or suggest 
Applicant's at least one compliance assembly as previously allowed as set forth in dependent 
claim 2, now cancelled, but the limitations of which are now Included in independent claim 1. 

[Note: This is and was fully presented in the Preliminary Amendment submitted by the Assignee 
on 10/14/2003 and to which both inventors have said in the attached Declaration that they have 
reviewed and understand the contents of the referenced specification, including the 
claims, as amended on 10/14/2003.] 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
TELECOPY MESSAGE 



TO : UvSPTO 
FltOM'.Neviii Shaffer 

ttE: US pfltentUFJSSUPiipplsCttiioii 10/685,735 



File no. 101-881 

Applicant: Thomas W. Stephens* ct al. 

Filing Date: October 14, 2003 

Title: liOftd Cell Apparatus ao<J Method 



DATE: 15 June 2007 

PAGES INCLUDING COVER: 4 

FAX NO.: 571-273-8300 

CLIENT: Amtex Scale & Systems, Inc, 



Confirmation no,: 6726 
Examiner: Randy W. Gibson 
Group Art Unit: 2841 



MESSAGE 

Dear Office of Petitions and Examiner Gibson: 



RECEIVED 
JUN 1 9 2007 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



Attached is the Reissue Application Declaration by the all Inventors, 3 pages. 

In the original fax received at the IJSPTO today at 11:58:49 AM only 7 of the 8 pages were 
received d tic to a transmission error* The USPTO advised that the first page of the Declaration 
was missing and I was advised to tile the entire Declaration again. 

Thank you for you efforts. 

Sincerely, 





Ncvin Shaffer, Jr., Attorney ftr Applicant 
Reg. No* 29,858 



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS FACSIMILE MESSAGE AND ANY DOCUMENTS TRANSMITTED 
MAY BE SUBJECT TO THE ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE AND IS CONFIDENTIAL, INTENDED ONLY FOR THE 
USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE TO DELIVER IT TO THE INTENDED 
RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS 
COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS TRANSMISSION IN ERROR, 
PLEASE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY US BY COLLECT TELEPHONE CALL TO ARRANGE FOR THE RETURN OF THE 
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'U nder the Paperwoi 



PTO/SB/51 (06-07) 
Approved for use through 06/30/200/. OM8 0651-0033 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
k Reduction Act of 1&05, no persona are required to respond to a collection of information unless ft displays a valid OMfl control number, 



REISSUE APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE INVENTOR 



Docket Number (Optional) 
101-881 



I hereby declare that: 

Each inventor's residence, mailing address and citizenship are stated below next to their name. 

I believe tho inventors named below to be the original and first inverrtor(s) of the sub|ect matter which Is described and claimed 
~ ~ r " ~ " ' " ' " " "J. and for which a 



believe tho inventors named below to oe we original ana nrst invenror^ of the 

In patent number t 303 ^882 ; granted Q (1 6 / 2 0Q J 

reissue patent is sought on the invention entitled Load Cell Apparatus and Method 



as reissue application number 1 0/685, 735^ 



the specification of which 
LJ is attached hereto. 

[x] was filed on .JLQjLl.4Z20fi3 

and was amended on — 

(If applicable) 



I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by any 
an teridment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose Information which is material to patentability as defined In 37 ChR 1.56. 

ri \ hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C, 1 19(a)-(d) or (f), or 365(b). Attached is form PTO/SB/02B (or 
1 — 1 equivalent) listing the foreign applications. 

I verify believe the original patent to be wholly or partly inoperative or invalid, for the reasons described 
below. (Check all boxe9 that apply.) 

n by reason of a defective specification or drawing. 

[xj by reason of the patentee claiming more or less than he had the right to claim in the patent. 
L J by reason of other errors. 

At least one error upon which reissue is based Is described below. If the reissue is a broadening 
reissue such must be stated with an explanation as to the nature ofthe broadening; Applicant s respect- 
fully submit that independent claim 1 as originally allowed was too 
narrow in requiring two of Applicants 1 compliance assemblies and that 
independent claim 11 as now presented is allowable for the reason that 
the prior art does not teach or suggest Applicants' at least one com 
pliance assembly as previously allowed as set forth in dependent clain 
2, now cancelled, but the limitations of which are now included in 
independent claiml , all as more fully set forth in the Preliminary 
Amendment and Statement of Support submitted on 10/14/2003 which both 
inventors has read and understand as stated above. This Statementof 
Sxipport is attached hereto by both invnetors for convenience of the 
l-lxaminer and Office. 



[Page 1 of 2} 

1 hi* collection of Information Is retired by 3/ CFR 1 . 1 75. The infwmalion Is required to olrtain or f data a benefit by the public vtfifch te to file (and! by -Uw USPTO 
o Z^)Z JoplUlion. CoftO*fltJ<*r lammed by 35 U.S.C 122 ar* 37 CPR 1.11 and 1.H. This collection is oatlmatodtc , take 30 ^^^f^ 
Induing o^iZ proparino. and submit tho completed application Ibrmtothe USPTO. Time wilt vary dependmo upon the , ^hjdual ^^c^^s on 
tho amcxiilt of time you retire to complete Ihte form and/or ouggesHons for redudnn tt* burden, s »^ d be » ent tothe^ 

TrXnmk Office, U.S. C^dment of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. IX) NOT SEND FUES OR COMPLETFJ) FORMS TO THIS 
AODKl S$. SEND TO: Commteslonor for Patents, P.O. Box t460, Alexandria, VA W313-14S0. RECEIVED 



if you need assistance in compte/Zny the form, ceil 180<yprO-9199 and select option 2. 



JUN 1 9 2007 



OFFICE OF PETITIONS 
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PT0/S&/S1 (10-03) 
Approved for thiO%iflh 04/3G/2OQ7. OMB WVii 1-0033 
US Pntani and Trader*** Office; U$. DEPARTMENT OF COWMERC€ 

Hmfo tig r^^fic.K^hivHao Act of 1343, £grW 3 .aw requirart to w a coml to a eafleiM o* <rf frto»*iion unto&s ft dMptayb a void OMB_tonhot tmofrcr 



Docket Number (Optional) 
101-881 



(REISSUE APPUCA1 ION DECLARATION BY THE INV&NTOR, page 2) 
Ail errors corrected in this r eissue application arose vMthout any deceptive Intention on the perl of the applicant 
Note: To appoint a power of attorney, use fowi PTO/SB/81 . 
Correspondence Address Direct ell coinfiuinicatfens about t tie application to: 

on 



The address associated with Customer Number. 



Firm of 

Individual Name 



Addre&s 



Country 



Telephone 



J. Novln Shaffer, Or, 



913 Gulf Breeze Parkway, Suite 43 



Gulf Breeze 



State 



FL 



Zip | 32561 



UfSA 



850-934-4124 



Email 



nevln^bqa , com 



WARNING: 

Peitooner/aooiicant Is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed In a patent application that may 
contribute to Identity theft, Personal Information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card 
Smother than a d*<* or credit card authorization form PTCW088 submitted for payment purposes) Is never r^nred fay 
Z *TO™«uSm a petition or an application, if this type of personal Information Is included In documerrts submitted to 
the USWO, pewiwrsteppltants should consider redacting such personal Information fi om the documents ^ before rtnM 
them to the USPTO. PetiUoneryapplicant is advised that the record of a patent oppHaUon Is avaiiabto to the puMc after 
pSS£kM o 'the application (unless a non-pubiication request in compliance with 37 CFft 1.213(a) is made , In the application) 
LTS Tof a patent Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to me public If the 
USSSi . mACSm ln?V**5Ud application or an issued patent (see 37 CfR 1.14). Checks and cretfit^rd 
aulhonzaltoo forms PTO-2038 submitted for payment proposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are no* 
fsub^icty available 

I hereby dedaro that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 'njormatton 
and MM at* believed to be true; and further that these statements were made vrth J*?"***^^ 
Ss and the Ske so made are punishable by fine and Imprisonment or both, under 18 U.S a 1001 and hat sucMmHM 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent Issuing thereon, or any patent to >»h*ch this 
decimation Is directed 



Fun name or sote or fkst inventor (given name, family name) 

Th omas W. Stephens. 

liweotarVslgnafure 




tiate 

/7 



ReSdtfrvce 



Citizenship 



JL1&- 



4300 E* Whites tone BivcU, Leander, TX 78641 



Full name of second joint inventor (given name, family name) 
Donald R*_J&r 




Mailing Addresa 

187 River Road, Liberty Hill, TX 78642 



CJ Mmm* W *w*>rs or ^ reg^a^W a* named on ^roWy entered she** «orms HCWSB/eM or trit* *toc*«j 
— • IPuoe 2of2J 
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ATTACHMENTTO REISSUE AP PLICATION PECLA RATION^IM^ 

CTj^EMgNT OF SUPPORT FOR THE AM ENDMENT TO INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1. 

Independent claim 1 has been amended to include the limitations of original dependent 
claim 2. Further, independent claim 1 has been amended to delete the requirement of u an 
upper and a lower compliance assembly* as was originally allowed. As now presented in this 
Reissue application, independent claiml requires "at least one compliance assembly" and the 
at least one compliance assembly includes the limitations as originally allowed in dependent 
claim 2. 

In the Examiner's "Reasons for Allowance, page 2 of the Notice of Allowably dated May 
29, 2001, the examiner stated that u the closest prior art Le Fevre, Jr, ( US patent 
No.2,616,683) shows an upper compliance assembly (4) attached to the top of a load cell, and 
an overload stop (13) on the bottom, but no lower compliance assembly; there is no teachingjn 
the art of record to place a compliance assembly on both the top and bottom of the load cell/ 

Le Fevre Jr. does disclose a compliance assembly in general as the Examiner pointed 
out. That compliance assembly consists of a Belville spring (4) supported between a collar (12) 
and a ledge (23). ( See column 3, lines 56-67). Such springs are well known and Applicant 
discussed the advantages of Applicants' compliance assembly over such Belville springs at 
Column 5, lines 63- 66 of Applicants' patent. However, nothing in Le Fevere Jr., or any of the 
prior art of which Applicants herein are aware, discloses or suggests a compliance assembly 
comprised, as required in amended independent claim 1, of a first base and a second base, a 
compression pad connected to said first base or said second base, a rebound pad, a load plate 
between said rebound pad and said compression pad, and said second base connected to said 
rebound pad or said compression pad. The support for these limitations is found throughout the 
Applicants 1 patent as issued at, for example, Column 2, lines 23-65 and in Figures 1-3 and in 
original dependent claim 2. 

Further, as now presented, independent claim 1 requires "at least one compliance 
assembly" as so limited and does away with the requirement of "an upper and a lower 
compliance assembly". Support for this limitation is found, for example, in Figures 2 and 3 
wherein only a single such compliance assembly is shown and each of the figures shows "at 
least one compliance assembly" as now more particularly claimed in independent claim 1. 
Further, the patent advises that the compliance assemblies operate In substantially the same 
manner to shield the load cell from compression and rebound loads simply depending on which 
end of the load cell it is placed. (Column 4, lines 51-67 and column 5, lines 1-14 ). Still further, 
the advantages of Applicants* compliance assembly as claimed is set forth throughout the 
patent as, for example, at column 5, lines 50-65. 

Applicants respectfully submit that independent claim 1 as originally allowed was too 
narrow in requiring two of Applicants compliance assemblies and that independent claim 1 as 
now presented is allowable for the reason that the prior art does not teach or suggest 
Applicant's at least one compliance assembly as previously allowed as set forth in dependent 
claim 2, now cancelled, but the limitations of which are now included in independent claim 1. 

[Note: This is and was fully presented in the Preliminary Amendment submitted by the Assignee 
on 10/14/2003 and to which both inventors have said in the attached Declaration that they have 
reviewed and understand the contents of the referenced specification, including the 
claims, as amended on 10/14/2003.] 
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